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OUR VISION 

To be a modern and world class Diplomatic Mission 
in the delivery of service to our stakeholders and in 
pursuit of Kenya’s national interests.

OUR MISSION 

To pursue, advance and promote Kenya’s interests 
through effective diplomatic engagement in Brazil
and countries of accreditation.
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His Excellency Ambassador Lemarron Kaanto
AMBASSADOR’S WORD

 
 Welcome to the official E-Newsletter of the Kenya Embassy in Brasília, Brazil. This 
E-Newsletter aims to link the Mission to our stakeholders and act as an information 
repository. Here, you can access information on the activities taking place in our countries 
of accreditation namely Brazil, Argentina, Chile, Colombia and Venezuela and other 
related matters.

 We also hope to build the E-Newsletter progressively to be a one-stop-shop 
providing information on trade and investment opportunities available in Kenya. As is 
synonymous with our beautiful country -the cradle of humankind-, we will also showcase 
carefully selected tourism articles. 

 As part of the national commitments geared at facilitating E-services, the new 
E-Newsletter will actively create linkages with the Kenya Diaspora. Kenyans living in Brazil 
and South America will be updated on political, social and economic developments and 
investment opportunities in Kenya through the E-Newsletter regularly. 

 We therefore encourage members of our Diaspora to register as with the ongoing 
high number of Covid cases in Brazil, it is important for the Embassy to update its register 
of all Kenyan citizens currently living in the country.  Kenyan citizens are also encouraged 
to reach out to the Embassy via the email address: diaspora@kenyaembassybrazil.com.
br.

 You are welcome to browse through the E-Newsletter, and please do not hesitate to 
share your feedback with us through our email and telephone contacts listed on our 
website.

 We remain at your service, always ready to serve you better.

Karibuni Sana.
H.E. Ambassador Lemarron Kaanto
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His Excellency Ambassador Lemarron Kaanto
PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS

 Ambassador Lemarron Kaanto presented his letters of credence to His 
Excellency Jair Bolsonaro, President of the Federative Republic of Brazil on 
Monday 5th April, 2021.

 During the presentation, the Ambassador reaffirmed the bonds of 
friendship  that exist between Kenya and Brazil and committed to working 
closely with the Government of Brazil to enhance these relations for the 
mutual benefit of the two countries.
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MEET THE EMBASSY STAFF

FROM L-R: Amb. Lemarron Kaanto - Ambassador, Kiboi Waituru - Minister 
Head of Chancery / Deputy Head of Mission, Juliette Muriithi - First 

Counsellor, Robert Lanyasunya - Second Secretary, Everlyne Okeyo - 
Administrative Attache & Eshmael Amadala - Former Financial Attache

FROM L-R: Suzete Rose Ambrosio - Janitor, Eddah Otieno - Translator, Iris-
mar Amorim de Oliveira Junior - Former Receptionist, Fani Jamal Mzee - Re-

ceptionist, Marcio Henrique Villas Boas - Driver
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MEET THE EMBASSY STAFF

Benjamin M. Kwendo - Financial Attache

Tape Guy Henri Jacques - Driver
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Courtesy Call On The Minister For Science, Technology 
and Innovation - Brasília

 Ambassador Lemarron Kaanto paid a courtesy call to the Minister for 
Science, Technology and Innovation of the Federative Republic of Brazil,
Astronaut Marcos Pontes. 

 During the presentation, the Ambassador reaffirmed the bonds of 
friendship  that exist between Kenya and Brazil and committed to working 
closely with the Government of Brazil to enhance these relations for the 
mutual benefit of the two countries.
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Barretos Cancer Hospital Tour - São Paulo

 On 27th May 2021, Ambassador Lemarron Kaanto conducted a tour of 
Barretos Cancer Hospital in the state of São Paulo. The Ambassador was 
accompanied by three members of Embassy staff: Head of Chancery Mr. 
Kiboi,  Second Counsellor Ms. Muriithi and Second Secretary Mr. Lanyasunya.  
 
 Barretos Cancer Hospital is a leading hospital in South America, 
specializing in cancer screening, treatment and palliative care. It focuses on 
providing first class medical screening and treatment to underprvileged 
sections of the Brazilian society, including in the marginalized Amazonas 
region. The hospital, officially called Hospial de Amor (Hospital of Love) has 
branches in several Brazilian cities. 

 Current World Health Organization estimates indicate that every year 
over 5,000 women are diagnosed with cervical cancer in Kenya with close to 
3,300 dying from the preventable disease. Cervical cancer ranks as the 2nd 
most frequent cancer among women in Kenya and the most frequent cancer 
among women between 15 and 44 years of age. 
 
 The President of Barretos Cancer Hospital, Mr. Henrique Prata and 
Ambassador Lemarron Kaanto explored cooperation between Barretos and a 
suitable Kenyan counterpart in the setting up of advanced mobile clinics and 
telemedicine facilities to enable cervical cancer screening in remote areas. 
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Deltronix Equipment & Rhosse Surgery Equipment & 
Instruments Tour - São Paulo

 On 28th May 2021, Ambassador Lemarron Kaanto also conducted a tour 
of Deltronix Equipment & Rhosse Surgery Equipment & Instruments in the 
state of São Paulo. 
 
 Deltronix Equipment is a manufacturer of medical equipment, principally 
for screening and non-invasive surgeries. It is a partner of Rhosse, a 
manufacturer of srugery equipment and instruments as well as medical 
examination chairs. 

 The Two companies employ a “See and Treat’ system for cervical 
cancer screening which involves using acetic acid to test for the presence of 
the cancer. If the coloscopy confirms the presence of cancer within the first 
three stages, it is removed using a Loop Electrosurgical Excision Procedure 
(LEEP). After this the tumor iis tested to determine the type of Human 
papillomavirus (HPV) present. 

 Deltronix and Rhosse are looking for a partner to initially represent their 
products in the Kenyan market with the goal of establishing a production and 
maintenance facility once volumes rise. The companies also indicated a 
willingless to train medical professionals and technicians in Kenya on the use 
of the cervical cancer equipment. 
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Visit To Magical Kenya 

 Camila Polonia is a tourism agent-based in Bento Gonçalves, in the southern 
Brazilian state of Rio Grande do Sul. She recently joined three fellow Brazil-
ian tourism agents on a familiarization tour of Kenya organized by the Kenya 
Tourism Board. Below is her account of the tour:

 In March, I was invited to visit the country, through a program by the 
Kenyan Government (Magical Kenya) focused exclusively on the Latin 
American market. Avanti Viagens was one of the four tourism agencies 
selected from Brazil. It was a big dream come true for me because since I was a 
child, I have watched a lot of the documentaries recorded there. The trip will 
certainly stay in my memory forever.

 The point of arrival and departure from the country is through the capital, 
Nairobi which has a range of great accommodation options, from executive to bou-
tique level. In the capital city there are also attractions such as the giraffe orphanage 
and the Karen Blixen Museum.

 On the second day, we continued on road to the Ol Pejeta Reserve which is 
approximately three hours north of the capital. All these reservations have hosting 
options for every budget, from super-luxury to simpler ones. It is important to note 
that the accommodations are all within the national reserves. All packages are 
inclusive of the safari and food. They are a few apartments in the area, which makes 
them more exclusive and not crowded. Several of them are tent-like as if you are 
camping, but with the structure of a hotel. It is worthwhile to experience sleeping in 
the wild to the sound of birds, lions roaring and wake up to a beautiful sunrise.
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Visit To Magical Kenya 

 
 Ol Pejeta is on the equator, at the foot of Mount Kenya, a famous high- 
altitude place for the preservation of rhinos, there is the last white rhinos of 
the north, which are female and an endangered species. The reserve also has 
countless other 
animals.

 Soon after we went to Loisaba, a national reserve that lies well north of 
the country. We went there in small planes, a real adventure because they 
only fly very low in the territory, thus one is able to have a bird’s-eye view of 
the savannas.

 Loisaba is a reserve whose geography a little different from the 
traditional savannas, it has lots of mountains and valleys. There we found 
several families of elephants, zebras, giraffes and many species of birds. But 
the luckiest thing was to see the leopard in action a few meters from us. The 
feline was feeding on their game on a tree, a scene worthy of National 
Geographic.

 All safaris in Loisaba ended with a beautiful sunset, on the peak of some 
mountain, always washed down with drinks. We also had the opportunity to go 
on a camel ride and breakfast was served at the shores of a river.
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Visit To Magical Kenya 

 We then boarded a flight to one of the most famous reserves in the 
world, the Maasai Mara. There we were welcomed by the entire hotel staff 
singing to us a famous welcome song: Jambo Bwana.

 In this reserve we saw several animals up close. Hyenas, giraffes, 
cheetahs, hippopotamus and more exciting than that we were few meters 
away from lions and lionesses. It was an unforgettable experience, everyone 
in the vehicle was in complete silence, our hearts were beating fast and the 
people there were just observing. We got to understand why the Lion is the 
“king of the jungle.” We also had the opportunity to go on a balloon ride at 
sunrise and engage with the local Maasai.

 Without doubt, Kenya is well prepared to welcome tourists, with an 
enviable structure for hosting, logistics and natural beauty. An international 
level gastronomy which is pleasing to many palates, an extremely hospitable 
and polite people. Best of all, a destination that allows secure social distancing 
and is open for Brazilians. 

 The cost of a similar itinerary varies depending on the standard of 
hosting with packages ranging from USD 1,300 per person. 

 A destination that will certainly stay in my memory forever, a journey of 
unique moments. After all, our experiences make us who we are.
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Celebration Of Kenyan Graduate Rawlings Onserio

 Ambassador Lemarron Kaanto joined members of the 
Diaspora in Brasilia in celebrating the graduation of Mr. 
Rawlings Onserio who was awarded a Bachelor’s 
Degree in International Relations by the University of 
Brasilia (UNB).

 Amb. Kaanto assured Mr. Onserio of the Mission’s 
commitment to continue engaging closely with the 
Diaspora.
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Meeting With Rio De Janeiro Diaspora Community

 Ambassador Lemarron Kaanto met with some 
members of the Kenyan Diaspora in Rio de Janeiro. 

 He affirmed the Government’s commitment to
 mainstreaming the Kenyan diaspora in the country’s 
development agenda and encouraged them to continue 
representing and promoting Kenya well through their 
various endeavors.
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DIASPORA CORNER

In this edition of the Kenya Embassy Newsletter, we hear from Virginia 
Wachira, a member of the Kenyan diaspora working in the health sector in 
Brasilia, Brazil. Here she shares her experiences studying and working in 
Brazil and shares some pointers for those interested in pursuing higher 
studies in Brazil.

1. How did you find out about the Government of Brazil’s Exchange Program 
for Undergraduate Students (PEC-G)?

I got to know about the program through an uncle who saw an advertisement by the 
Brazilian Embassy in Kenya about the program on a local newspaper.  

2. Which degree program did you pursue, and what program did you/are you 
pursuing in your postgraduate studies?

Bachelor’s degree in Nursing at the University of Brasília. I have accomplished a 
master’s degree in Tropical Medicine specializing in Epidemiology and Control of 
Infectious and Parasitic diseases and am currently in my final year of a doctorate 
degree in the same field.

3. How was the process of applying for postgraduate studies upon completion 
of your Bachelor’s Degree?

For the master’s program, I applied as an international student and the process was 
not so challenging. As for the PhD program, I did not apply as an international 
student and had to compete with the Brazilian candidates. The process includes 
knowledge-based assessments, CV assessment and an oral quiz to evaluate your 
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DIASPORA CORNER

objectives and prospects in relation to the program of interest. 

4. How do you assess the opportunities for employment after completion of 
undergraduate or postgraduate studies in Brazil?

There are readily available opportunities in the country and its worth noting that the 
health sector is unrestrictive as such in Brazil just like other countries across the 
world. On the other hand, there are a few limiting factors concerning foreigners, 
such as the requirement of a residency permit while applying for a practicing license 
with the governing boards sanctioning access to areas involving direct patient care. 

5. How was your adjustment to life in Brazil? Are there cultural and other 
similarities with Kenya? 

It was not easy at the beginning due to the language barrier, limiting my interaction 
with others. Well, there are shared cultural similarities, although the dissimilarities 
are striking, giving way to diversity.  I consider Brazilians to be very social, much like 
Kenyans, but it all depends on which part of the country you reside in. The cuisine is 
also similar so adjusting was much easier. 

6. Knowledge of the Portuguese language is a requirement for studying in 
Brazil. How was your experience learning the language and what recommen-
dations do you have for prospective students in Kenya?

The process was tough at first as should be expected confronted with a new 
language distinct from mine. However, residing or most accurately being inserted 
in the country made learning the official native tongue process easier, since I could 
practice with ease. My recommendation to anyone who intends to study here is to 
be patient. If possible, taking a Portuguese preparatory course back in Kenya is a 
good option, if not, be patient through the learning process when you come over to 
Brazil, also do well to practice at least one opportunity with the natives.

7. Any parting message for young Kenyans who may wish to follow in your 
footsteps?

Brazil is a welcoming and a pleasant country to study in, the education system is 
good as well. I believe the Kenyan curriculum is robust enough to prepare us to 
study here. If you get the opportunity to further your studies here, embrace it. 
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PICTORIALS

1st July 2021 - Meeting with Hon. Eros Biondini, a member 
of the Federal Chamber of Deputies.

25th June 2021- Meeting with Renata Fonseca, 
Executive Manager, International & Government Relations, 

GOL Linhas Aéreas Inteligentes S.A. 
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PICTORIALS

23rd June 2021 - Meeting with Marilene Krai, Wave Turismo 
Agency 

20th August 2021 - Visit to BIO (Biotechnologia Cattle Farm)
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PICTORIALS

20th August 2021 - International Youth Day

28th October 2021 - Meetings with members of São Paulo 
Diaspora Community
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